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What Do You More than Others?

an enemy, but we can't evade
the fact that others will not prac-
tice love, and therefore they think nothing of
making themselves an enemy to each of us.
Jesus tells us to be nice, kind, and hold
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Probably one of the most pene- by Terry Benton
trating and thought provoking

questions Jesus asked was, "if you greet your
brethren only, what do you do more than others?

Do not even the tax collectors do
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$0?" (Matt.5:47). The Jews had a very low opin- good will, expressing it in "greeting” them > v . : A
ion of tax collectors because they took money ~ when they will let you. Jesus said "if you @ 4 Bitterness, Meaningless, or Healing
from them, pocketed a high amount for them- love those who love you, what reward have By Doy Moyer

selves and gave the rest to the Roman govern- ~ you?"

"See to it that no one comes
short of the grace of God; that
no root of bitterness springing
up causes trouble, and by it
many be defiled; that there be
no immoral or godless person
like Esau, who sold his own
birthright for a single meal."
(Hebrews 12:15-16)

Others have said that bitter-
ness is like drinking poison

ment occupying their land. But, even the lowest
kind of character greets their brethren only. In
other words, we have not mastered the high
principle of love if we greet a small circle of
brethren only, and leave others outside any con-
sideration for kindness and welcoming greet-
ings.

Jesus tells us that we must love everyone in-
cluding those who make themselves your ene-
mies. Love does not allow us to make ourselves

Dig deep down in your heart, your character,
and make room for being kind and welcom-
ing, with good will for even those who don't
seem to care for you. Who knows but what
over time they might become one of your
best friends because your kindness awak-
ened some self-examination and

change in them? Let that question,

"what do you more than others?" stir

around in your conscience today!

Experience has shown me
that there is often a
correlation between

bitterness and godlessness. |
have noticed many times
that when one gives up on
God and becomes
dedicated to the world, he
also becomes bitter toward

Thoughts to Ponder
We know that we
have passed from

death to life, because

we love the brethren.
He who does not
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(Continued from page 1)

ded in his own personality. And he now
has, for his authority, nothing greater
than himself. And with this authority he
proudly pronounces all who hold to that
outdated, superstitious view of religion to
be the bane of all society.

Bitterness, you see, perverts our view of
all that is good and right, and forces our
thinking into a futile, darkened world
where the only thing left to grasp is
meaninglessness.

Sadly, "A man who hardens his neck af-
ter much reproof will suddenly be broken
beyond remedy." (Proverbs 29:1)

Others may not completely give up on
God and His people, but may still harbor
resentment and bitterness in their hearts.
This, in turn, affects all of their relation-
ships. They won't allow themselves to
enjoy life, to be happy, to find the real joy
of the Lord. There are days we may feel
a connection to Job's words: "My spirit is
broken, my days are extinguished"

(Job 17:1). "When the heart is sad, the
spirit is broken." (Proverbs 15:13b)

Life is broken and needs a renewal.

"Bring Christ your broken life, so marred
by sin. He will create anew, make whole
again."

| understand disappointed. | understand
angry. | understand depressed. | under-
stand sinful. | understand hateful. | have
experienced these and more.

What | don't understand is allowing these
to govern our future. Being disappointed
or mistreated in the past is not an excuse
to show ill will and hateful feelings toward
others now. Being angry about your per-
sonal past is not an excuse to lash out in

anger at those who are in your present and
future. "But you just don't understand. You
wouldn't say this if ..." Stop. Yes, | do. More
than | wish to say. In fact, many, if not most,
understand this. Choices have to be made.
Decisions need to reflect that we will seek
out what is honorable and right. How we
proceed from here, while influenced by our
past, can demonstrate wisdom in overcom-
ing our past.

"l can do all things through Him who
strengthens me. Nevertheless, you have
done well to share with me in my afflic-
tion." (Philippians 4:13-14)

| couldn't have done it without God. | cannot
continue to do it without God. No one can
overcome permanently without God.

No, it's not a matter of just saying, "Get over
it." Very little is so simple. I'm not a psy-
chologist or counselor, but | know that the
human psyche is quite complicated (and
here I'm not even discussing true physical
and mental issues that need professional
attention). | am saying that getting "over it"
is possible if we will allow the Lord into our
hearts and minds.

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart And do
not lean on your own understanding. In all
your ways acknowledge Him, And He will
make your paths straight. Do not be wise in
your own eyes; Fear the Lord and turn away
from evil. It will be healing to your body And
refreshment to your bones." (Proverbs 3:5-
8)

"The Lord will rescue me from every evil
deed, and will bring me safely to His heav-
enly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever
and ever. Amen." (2 Timothy 4:18) )
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Are You Upset and Concerned? Have Questions?
By Greg Gwin

Do you wonder why
things are done the way
they are done? Do you
have questions about the
work, worship or opera-
tion of the congregation?

Does it seem that there
are things going on that
you don't understand?
Are there issues floating
around that trouble you?
Are there times when you don't really
agree with the decisions that are being
made?

If so, join the club! We all face the kind of
questions and concerns that we've just
described.

The big question is not: Will such issues
arise? The question is: How will YOU
deal with these things when they hap-
pen?

Let us offer some do's and don'ts for han-
dling these potentially difficult situations.

DON'T...

- Don't get angry and upset before you
have gathered all the facts.

- Don't gossip or backbite. This doesn't
help, and it is a sin (Proverbs 6:19).

Don't immediately assume the
worst about your brethren.
Too often we hear harsh
judgmental words about the
elders, the preacher, or other
member's before the facts have
all been sorted out. True love
demands better than this

(2 Cor. 13:4-7).

- Don't complain if you
don't intend to get busy
orrecting the problem.
ypically, churches have

ay too many fault-
inders, and not enough
problem solvers.

Don't immediately as-
sume the worst about
your brethren. Too often
e hear harsh judgmental
words about the elders, the preacher, or
other member's before the facts have all
been sorted out. True love demands
better than this (2 Cor. 13:4-7).

DO...

- Ask for information. Very often any dis-
agreement or controversy can be quick-
ly cleared up this way.

- If there is a problem, go directly to the
source. Speak to the one(s) involved
and work for a solution.

- Pray for wisdom in dealing with the
problem, asking for God's help to do and
say the right things (Jas. 1:5).

- Maintaining sound doctrine is the high-
est priority (Gal 1:8,9), but maintaining
peace must also be an important goal
for every member (Eph. 4:1-3).
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